
 

Iran: French trade union organizations stand in solidarity with Iranians  

 

French trade union organizations - CFDT, CGT, UNSA, FSU, and Solidaires - express their full 
support for the ongoing mobilizations in Iran, which are taking place amid economic collapse, 
hyperinflation, and a sharp rise in poverty. 

Faced with this legitimate anger and a powerful mobilization, the Islamic Republic of Iran 
responds with intensified repression, massive and systematic human rights violations, and 
repeated attacks on fundamental freedoms. Today, protesters mourn hundreds of deaths, 
mass arrests, arbitrary detentions, and violence directed against them. “Law enforcement” 
forces have even intervened in hospitals where the injured are being treated. 

For several weeks, the Iranian authorities have intensified arbitrary arrests, escalated 
violence, and multiplied serious violations of the right to defense, handing down harsh 
sentences against protesters, trade unionists, and human rights defenders. 

Social and trade union demands are systematically criminalized, while the judicial and security 
apparatus instill a climate of fear to stifle any form of collective protest.  

These practices constitute a blatant violation of Iran’s international commitments, in 
particular the fundamental Conventions of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and 
the International Covenants on civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. 

The trade union organizations condemn the systematic criminalization of social and trade 
union demands, as well as the use of the judicial and security apparatus to silence any form 
of protest. 

They also reject all attempts at interference by foreign powers, notably the United States and 
Israel. 

Women play a central role in the current mobilizations in Iran, which have resumed since the 
end of December in numerous cities across the country. Their engagement is not limited to 
economic demands but is also part of a broader challenge to violations of fundamental 
freedoms and the gender segregation imposed by the clerical regime. They face a particularly 
violent, targeted repression: mass arrests, arbitrary detentions, rapes, and all forms of 
physical violence. 

Youth are likewise at the forefront of the mobilizations and face some of the harshest 
repression. 

Many are arrested, harshly sentenced, and some executed after summary trials, as part of a 
deliberate strategy of terror intended to deter Iranian youth from participating and mobilizing. 

The French trade union organizations CFDT, CGT, UNSA, FSU, and Solidaires reaffirm their 
steadfast commitment to international solidarity among workers and peoples. 

They urge the French and European authorities, along with all relevant international bodies, 
to act decisively and unequivocally to demand an immediate end to the repression, respect 
for fundamental freedoms, and effective protection for those taking part in the mobilizations. 

They call, in particular, for: 

- The immediate end to repression against social, trade union, and civic mobilizations; 
- Freedom of organization and assembly; 
- The release of all those detained for exercising their fundamental rights; 



- Full Respect by the Iranian state of its international commitments regarding human 
rights and trade union freedoms; 

- The immediate cessation of executions and the abolition of the death penalty. 

The French trade union organizations will continue to advance these demands in all national, 
European, and international bodies. 

They reaffirm their solidarity with Iranian workers and the wider civil society in their struggle 
for social justice and fundamental freedoms. 

They call on everyone to join the gathering on Saturday, January 17, in Paris at 3:00 PM, Place 
du Panthéon. 
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